FOREWORD 

Every  good  prayer  increases  a  man's  riches  in 
Christ.  The  Church  encourages  us  to  pray,  and 
among  the  many  forms  of  prayer  which  are 
especially  effective,  is  the  novena.  Pope  Leo  XIII 
decreed  that  before  the  feast  of  Pentecost  a 
public  novena  be  held  in  honor  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  in  all  churches  throughout  the  world. 
There  is  definitely,  then,  a  special  place  for  the 
novena  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

This  novena  can  be  made  at  other  times  of  the 
year  for  the  particular  needs  of  individuals  and 
for  the  needs  of  the  Church  and  the  world  at 
large.  It  could  be  a  monthly  exercise  to  implore 
victory  for  the  forces  of  good  over  the  forces  of 
evil,  so  that  the  peace  of  God  may  reign  in  the 
world.  Then  only  will  all  men  find  happiness. 

It  is  through  the  Holy  Spirit  that  the  blessings 
of  redemption  can  be  brought  to  the  world  and 
the  intentions  of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus 
realized.  It  was  our  Blessed  Savior  who  com- 
manded His  disciples  "that  they  should  not  de- 
part from  Jerusalem,  but  should  wait  for  the 
promise  of  the  Father  ...  for  John,  indeed,  bap- 
tized with  water,  but  you  shall  be  baptized  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  ,not  many  days  hence"  (Acts  1, 
4-5).  After  the  Apostles  witnessed  the  ascen- 
sion of  their  Master  into  heaven,  "they  returned 
to  Jerusalem  from  the  Mount  that  is  called  Olivet 
.  .  .  and  when  they  were  come  in,  they  went  up 
into  the  upper  room.  .  .  .  All  these  were  per- 
severing with  one  mind  in  prayer  with  the 
women  and  Mary,  the  Mother  of  Jesus,  and  with 
His  brethren"  (Acts  1,  12-14). 

Our  Blessed  Mother  and  the  Apostles  and  the 
holy  women  at  the  request  of  Christ  Himself, 
spent  the  nine  days  after  the  Ascension  and  up 
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to  Pentecost  in  preparation  for  the  coming  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Should  we  not  feel  happy  to  make 
a  novena  in  company  with  Mary,  the  Apostles 
and  all  the  saints  precisely  for  the  same  purpose 
for  which  they  did? 

In  the  words  of  a  well-known  writer  of  today: 
"Devotion  to  the  Holy  Spirit  fills  one  of  the 
greatest  needs  in  the  life  of  the  faithful  today. 
Our  times  are  times  of  unbelief,  in  which  the 
father  of  lies  celebrates  triumphs  in  godless, 
hell-inspired  philosophies;  but  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
the  Spirit  of  truth.  He  can  and  will  convince  the 
world  of  sin  and  justice  and  judgment,  the  judg- 
ment which  the  justice  of  God  has  inflicted  upon 
the  world  because  of  its  sins.  Ours  are  times  in 
which  infernal  hatred  separates  '  nations  and 
classes  of  men,  but  the  Holy  Spirit  who  is  the 
Spirit  of  love,  unites  all  men  as  the  members  of 
the  great  family  of  God.  Ours  are  times  of  un- 
precedented destruction  of  spiritual  and  material 
values.  But  the  Creator  Spirit  who  brought  order 
and  beauty  into  the  material  creation  at  the  be- 
ginning; who  called  into  existence  the  super- 
natural order  of  life  and  light,  of  love  and  har- 
mony and  peace,  can  reconstruct  the  world.  He 
can  kindle  the  light  of  truth  in  the  darkness  of 
ignorance  and  sin;  He  can  call  life  out  of  death, 
He  can  spiritualize  the  minds  of  men  and  direct 
them  to  divine  and  heavenly  things.  The  world 
needs  the  Holy  Spirit. 

"Jesus  Himself  spoke  of  the  fruits  of  this 
novena  when  He  assured  the  Apostles,  'You  shall 
receive  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  coming  upon 
you,  and  you  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  in 
Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea  and  Samaria,  and 
even  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth'  (Acts 
1,  8).  We,  too,  must  be  witnesses  unto  Christ, 
first  of  all  by  a  fervent,  Christian  life  and  sec- 


ondly  by  positive  efforts  to  make  Him  known 
and  loved  by  men.  To  this  end,  we  need  grace; 
the  feast  of  Pentecost  and  the  days  preceding  it 
are  the  most  opportune  time  to  address  our 
petitions  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  Hence,  spiritual 
gifts  are  the  first  fruits  of  this  novena.  Should 
not  the  thought  of  these  gifts  arouse  our  interest 
and  ardent  prayers?  Should  it  not  be  of  great 
concern  to  us  that  we  grow  in  faith,  hope  and 
charity,  and  acquire  a  more  spiritual  outlook  on 
life?  Should  it  not  concern  us  that  the  kingdom 
of  Christ's  truth,  justice  and  love  be  established 
throughout  the  world?  Then,  there  is  possibly 
among  our  relatives  and  acquaintances  one  who 
has  wandered  from  the  Church  or  is  in  danger 
of  doing  so;  someone  who  has  not  received  the 
sacraments  for  some  time,  or  who  lives  in  an 
invalid  marriage  or  who  is  infected  with  the  false 
ideas  of  modern  materialism.  Are  not  these  ur- 
gent reasons  for  us  to  turn  to  the  Holy  Spirit  for 
help?  We  need  not  fear  losing  out  in  temporal 
blessings  by  concentrating  on  spiritual  gifts,  for 
the  word  of  our  Blessed  Savior  remains  true, 
'Seek  ye,  therefore,  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
His  justice,  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added 
unto  you'  (Matt.  6,  33)."  Come  Creator  Spirit, 
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NOTE:  For  group  or  community  use  *  is  for 
the  Leader,  *  *  is  for  All. 


1.  Invitation  to  do  honor  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
*Come  let  us  adore  and  honor  the  Holy  Spirit 

of  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

*  *  Come  let  us  glorify  Him  in  His  infinite 
goodness  and  generosity. 

*Come  let  us  love  Him  Who  is  the  Father  of 
all  love  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

*  *  Come  let  us  weep  before  Him  over  our  sins 
and  give  thanks  to  Him  for  His  innumerable 
mercies.    Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

2.  Reflection.  Perhaps  you  will  recall  the 
seven-branched  candlestick  that  was  kept  in  the 
temple  of  Jerusalem;  it  might  well  be  considered 
a  symbol  of  the  seven  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
each  branch  bearing  a  light  to  illumine  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  men.  Since  Isaias  speaks  of  the 
"sevenfold  gift  of  the  Spirit"  (Isaias  11,  1)  we 
would  be  justified  in  finding  such  a  relationship 
in  the  Old  Testament. 

Those  wonderful  gifts!  What  powerful  aids 
they  are  in  bringing  us  closer  to  God.  Their 
names?  In  inverted  order  for  practical  reasons: 
Fear  of  the  Lord,  Piety,  Knowledge,  Fortitude, 
Counsel,  Understanding  and  Wisdom.  What  do 
they  do?  They  perfect  the  faculties  of  our  souls 
so  that  the  Holy  Spirit  can  easily  move  them  and 
so  that  they  may  readily  respond  to  His  prompt- 
ings and  inspirations,  and  thus  become  more 
intimately  united  with  God.  Unfortunately,  they 
are  lost  through  mortal  sin  but  fortunately  are 
regained  and  increased  when  we  are  in  the  state 
of  grace  and  as  we  advance  in  holiness. 
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3.  Prayer.  *0  Holy  Spirit,  Spirit  of  sanctifica- 
tion  and  of  all  holiness,  behold  us  prostrate 
before  your  throne  in  most  humble  adoration  of 
your  divine  majesty.  **We  wish  to  thank  You 
for  all  the  graces  and  blessings  we  ever  received 
from  You  and  to  implore,  with  contrite  heart, 
pardon  for  our  many  sins  and  for  all  our  ingrati- 
tude. *0  Holy  Spirit,  do  not  look  upon  our 
trespasses,  but  in  Your  boundless  mercy,  inflame 
our  hearts  with  a  desire  to  sanctify  our  souls. 

*  *  Henceforth,  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  give 
You  pleasure  and  ever  greater  honor  and  praise 
in  all  things  in  order  to  atone  for  our  sins  and 
truly  amend  our  lives.  We  renounce  sin  and  all 
earthly  affections  and  consecrate  ourselves  to  the 
service  of  Your  love. 

*But,  we  can  do  nothing  of  ourselves,  O  holy 
sanctifying  Spirit.  You  alone  can  work  the 
miracle  of  transforming  sinners  into  saints.  Have 
pity  on  us,  poor  sinners,  and  do  not  reject  us, 
unworthy  though  we  are  of  Your  fatherly  kind- 
ness. *  *  We  will  put  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
Your  grace;  unreservedly  we  surrender  to  its 
sweet  yoke.  Cleanse  us  by  our  tears  of  repent- 
ance and  by  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God. 

*  Illuminate  us  with  the  light  of  Your  heavenly 
inspirations.  *  *  Enkindle  in  our  hearts  the  fire 
of  divine  charity.  Give  us  great  love  of  prayer 
and  of  all  the  virtue  You  delight  to  see  in  us. 
O  Father  of  the  poor,  Giver  of  heavenly  gifts, 
we  most  humbly  beseech  You  by  the  merits  of 
our  Savior  and  by  the  intercession  of  Your 
Immaculate  Spouse,  our  Mother:  ** Grant  our 
humble  petition  and  aid  us  to  be  wholly  Yours 
as  You  desire  to  be  wholly  ours. 

*  Glory  be  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Son  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost.  *  *As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen. 
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Second  (Day 


1.  Invitation  to  do  honor  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

*Come  let  us  adore  and  honor  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

**Come  let  us  glorify  Him  in  His  infinite 
goodness  and  generosity. 

*Come  let  us  love  Him  Who  is  the  Father  of 
all  love  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

*  *  Come  let  us  weep  before  Him  over  our  sins 
and  give  thanks  to  Him  for  His  innumerable 
mercies.    Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

2.  Reflection.  The  Gift  of  the  Fear  of  the  Lord. 
This  is  the  gift  that  enables  us  to  dread  and  to 
avoid  offending  God  even  more  than  we  would 
dread  and  avoid  all  the  evils  in  the  world.  "A 
wise  man  fears  and  declines  from  evil  (Prob. 
14,  16).  .  .  .  Indeed,  by  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
everyone  declines  from  sin"  (Prov.  15,  27). 
And  then,  "The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  honor  and 
glory  and  gladness  ...  it  shall  delight  the  heart 
.  .  .  with  him  that  fears  the  Lord  all  shall  go 
well  in  the  end  and  in  the  day  of  his  death  he 
shall  be  blessed"  (Ecclus.  1,  11-13).  Thus,  holy 
fear  converts  the  sinner,  renders  him  cautious, 
sanctifies  his  life,  saves  his  soul,  and  even  makes 
him  a  saint.  Such  was  the  fear  of  Joseph  in 
Egypt,  of  chaste  Susanna,  of  the  three  youths  in 
the  fiery  furnace,  of  all  the  just  of  all  ages  and 
lands.  And  this  is  truly  the  triumph  of  loving 
fear,  to  love  God  above  all  things,  more  than  the 
allurements  of  sin  and  Satan,  more  than  life 
itself.  For,  greater  and  more  precious  than  life 
is  the  Giver  of  life  —  God. 
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3.  Prayer.  *0  Holy  Spirit  of  love  and  truth, 
because  we  did  not  have  the  fear  of  the  Lord  in 
our  hearts  we  failed  You  and  sinned.  We  thank 
You  for  all  Your  benefactions  in  spite  of  this. 

*  *How  often  we  have  deserved  to  be  abandoned 
by  You  and  to  be  hurled  headlong  into  the  abyss 
of  hell.  When  we  drove  You  from  our  hearts  we 
were  without  the  holy  fear  of  God.  *But,  today 
we  sincerely  regret  and  detest  all  our  sins;  we 
are  deeply  sorry  for  ever  having  committed  them. 

*  *  Until  our  dying  day  we  shall  not  cease  weep- 
ing over  them. 

*0  give  us  the  fear  which  imbues  us  with  pro- 
foundest  reverence  for  God  and  the  things  of 
God;  give  us  the  fear  which  aids  us  to  avoid  the 
smallest  failings  lest  we  displease  You;  give  us 
the  fear  which  preserves  us  from  tepidity  in  Your 
service  and  from  mere  ruinous  routine  in  the 
exercises  of  piety.  **  Possessing  the  most  pre- 
cious Gift  of  the  Fear  of  the  Lord,  may  we  have 
an  abundance  of  blessings,  so  that  our  lives  may 
be  truly  happy,  full  of  virtues  and  rich  in  merits. 
*May  we  make  great  progress  on  the  way  to 
perfection  and,  blessed  with  the  grace  of  a  happy 
death,  go  to  heaven,  there  to  partake  in  the 
ineffable  joys  which  are  prepared  for  all  those 
who  fear  and  love  God. 

*  *  O  Holy  Spirit,  we  implore  You  in  the  name 
of  Jesus,  and  by  the  multitude  of  His  merits, 
through  the  intercession  of  Mary,  your  Immacu- 
late Spouse  and  our  Mother,  grant  us  the  fulness 
of  the  precious  gift  of  the  Fear  of  the  Lord. 

*  Glory  be  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Son  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost.  *  *  As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

* 
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3kird  (Day 


1.  Invitation  to  do  honor  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

*Come  let  us  adore  and  honor  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

*  *  Come  let  us  glorify  Him  in  His  infinite 
goodness  and  generosity. 

*Come  let  us  love  Him  Who  is  the  Father  of 
all  love  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

**Come  let  us  weep  before  Him  over  our  sins 
and  give  thanks  to  Him  for  His  innumerable 
mercies.    Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

2.  Reflection.  The  Gift  of  Piety  is  the  gift  that 
makes  us  love  God  as  a  father  and  our  fellowmen 
as  our  brethren,  and  which  enables  us  to  be 
always  faithfully  on  the  alert  to  honor  God  ever- 
more and  more  in  our  hearts  by  carrying  out 
His  holy  will  more  cheerfully  and  more  perfectly. 
Inspired  and  urged  on  by  the  Gift  of  Piety,  St. 
Teresa  of  Avila  took  the  vow  always  to  choose 
and  to  do  what  was  more  perfect.  St.  Alphonsus, 
aflame  with  love  for  God's  glory  and  the  salva- 
tion of  his  fellowmen,  bound  himself  by  a  vow 
never  to  waste  a  moment  of  his  time.  St.  Aloysius 
was  inspired  to  spend  hours  before  the  Euchar- 
istic  tabernacle  until  his  confessor  commanded 
him  to  shorten  his  devotions.  Many  of  the  saints 
used  to  melt  into  tears  when  they  prayed  or 
meditated  on  heavenly  truths.  Also  in  our  day, 
the  Holy  Spirit  moves  victim  souls  to  daily  sacri- 
fice themselves  and  to  dedicate  their  sufferings 
for  the  salvation  of  erring  souls. 

3.  Prayer.  *0  Holy  Spirit,  grant  us  the  Gift  of 
Piety.  We  adore  You  and  thank  You  for  all  the 


graces  You  lovingly  bestowed  upon  us,  espe- 
cially for  having  adorned  us  with  the  dignity  of 
children  of  God.  **  Unfortunately  we  have  not 
always  lived  in  a  manner  befitting  our  glorious 
privilege.  *By  our  innumerable  sins  we  revolted 
against  our  heavenly  Father,  we  turned  from  Him 
and  placed  ourselves  in  the  ranks  of  His  worst 
enemies.  **But  You  pitied  us,  O  Holy  Spirit; 
You  roused  our  hearts  to  repentance  and  assisted 
us  to  find  merciful  forgiveness.  *You  restored 
to  us  our  former  dignity;  You  made  us  once  more 
children  of  God,  heirs  of  heaven,  co-heirs  with 
Christ.  **For  all  this  be  praised  and  blessed 
for  all  eternity. 

*0  Holy  Spirit,  Divine  Consoler  of  all  in 
affliction,  we  entreat  You  by  the  merits  of  Jesus 
and  the  pleadings  of  Mary,  touch  our  callous 
and  unkind  hearts  and  make  them  gentle  and 
loving.  **  Banish  from  them  all  mistrust  in  God, 
dispel  all  unseemly  fears  which  deprive  us  of 
courage  and  chill  the  fervor  of  our  devotion. 
*  Teach  us  the  true  regard  for  our  fellowmen  and 
keep  away  from  us  all  ungodly  envy  and  harsh- 
ness so  incompatible  with  the  love  which  should 
reign  among  brethren.  *  *  O  Holy  Spirit,  may  our 
service  to  God  always  be  pleasant  and  His  yoke 
sweet  and  His  burden  light.  *And  may  our 
service  to  our  fellowmen  be  marked  with  a  holy 
gentleness  and  with  all  the  unction  of  the  Gift 
of  Piety.  *  *  May  we  walk  the  way  of  your  com- 
mandments once  You  have  opened  our  hearts. 

*  Glory  be  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Son  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost.  *  *  As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

* 
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Sfourth  (Day 


1.  Invitation  to  do  honor  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

*Come  let  us  adore  and  honor  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

**Come  let  us  glorify  Him  in  His  infinite 
goodness  and  generosity. 

*Come  let  us  love  Him  Who  is  the  Father  of 
all  love  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

*  *  Come  let  us  weep  before  Him  over  our  sins 
and  give  thanks  to  Him  for  His  innumerable 
mercies.    Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

2.  Reflection.  The  Gift  of  Knowledge  is  the 
gift  that  makes  us  acquainted  with  God  and  gives 
us  a  clear,  effortless  grasp  of  what  the  Church 
teaches  about  God  and  His  holy  will.  The  fol- 
lowing are  illustrations  of  men  and  women  who 
possessed  this  gift  in  an  outstanding  way.  The 
Cure  of  Ars,  a  saintly  country  pastor  of  France, 
barely  made  his  seminary  studies,  but  what  a 
preacher!  Men  of  all  walks  of  life  came  and 
listened  to  him  and  marveled  at  his  profound 
knowledge.  Through  meditation  on  the  cross, 
the  Holy  Spirit  gave  St.  Bonaventure  his  great 
knowledge.  Through  the  Blessed  Eucharist,  He 
gave  St.  Thomas  his  brilliant  learning.  No  doctors 
of  the  world  schooled  St.  Catherine  of  Siena, 
neither  did  St.  Catherine,  the  virgin  martyr,  re- 
ceive her  learning  from  any  Roman  professor. 
Yet  they  refuted  the  most  learned  men  of  their 
times.  St.  Ignatius  learned  in  the  cave  of  Man- 
resa  more  about  God  than  all  the  doctors  of  the 
world  could  teach  him.  The  Holy  Spirit  gave 
all  the  saints  the  Gift  of  Knowledge  to  know  God 
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and  to  do  His  will  in  all  the  events  of  life.  With 
this  gift  they  realized  that  even  their  crosses 
were  but  means  to  draw  closer  to  God.  No  matter 
how  heavy  they  were,  they  did  not  hesitate  to 
confess:  "He  has  done  all  things  well." 

3.  Prayer.  *0  Holy  Spirit,  God  of  light  and 
of  all  eternal  truths,  grant  us  the  Gift  of  Knowl- 
edge. We  adore  You  and  render  You  thanks 
for  all  Your  benefactions,  especially  for  having 
given  us  a  mind  to  know  You  and  a  heart  to  love 
You.  **From  the  depths  of  our  weak  human 
nature  we  cry  to  You  suppliantly,  pierce  us  with 
the    illuminating    rays    of    divine  knowledge. 

*  Without  this  divine  light  we  would  go  further 
astray,  as  we  did  so  often  in  the  past.  **  Grant 
us  to  see  in  all  created  things  only  signposts  on 
the  way  to  God.  May  we  make  use  of  them  only 
insofar  as  they  lead  us  to  God.  Make  us  in  a  holy 
manner  indifferent  to  riches  or  poverty,  to  esteem 
or  contempt,  to  honor  or  dishonor,  to  health  or 
sickness,  to  long  or  short  life  and  thus  seek  in  all 
things  nothing  else  than  the  ever  adorable  will 
of  God. 

*And  when  it  is  Your  will  and  pleasure  that  we 
suffer  pain  and  humiliation,  enlighten  us  by  the 
Gift  of  Knowledge  to  know  the  merits  of  tribu- 
lation. **May  we  welcome  them  joyfully  as 
heaven-sent  helps  to  find  God  more  easily  and 
possess  Him  more  perfectly.  *May  nothing  on 
earth  have  power  to  turn  us  away  from  our  last 
end  and  lead  us  astray  in  our  going  to  God. 

*  *  May  these  things  rather  serve  us  in  our  efforts 
to  advance  and  to  know  more  intimately,  love 
more  ardently  and  serve  more  faithfully  the  God 
of  all  truth. 

*  Glory  be  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Son  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost.  **As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen. 
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&fth  0, 


1.  Invitation  to  do  honor  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
*Come  let  us  adore  and  honor  the  Holy  Spirit 

of  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

**Come  let  us  glorify  Him  in  His  infinite 
goodness  and  generosity. 

*Come  let  us  love  Him  Who  is  the  Father  of 
all  love  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

**Come  let  us  weep  before  Him  over  our  sins 
and  give  thanks  to  Him  for  His  innumerable 
mercies.    Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

2.  Reflection.  The  Gift  of  Fortitude  gives  us 
a  share  in  God's  omnipotence;  it  strengthens  us 
to  put  up  with,  to  bear  bravely  and  courageously, 
whatever  is  necessary  to  do  the  holy  will  of  God 
in  all  things.  It  is  the  gift  that  makes  soldiers  of 
Christ  and  saints.  It  diminishes  the  dread  of 
difficulties  and  obstacles.  It  makes  us  strong  for 
every  victory.  It  enables  us  to  endure  all  ad- 
versities and  to  fulfill  our  most  arduous  duties 
even  at  the  cost  of  the  supreme  sacrifice.  This 
gift  made  Abraham  a  man  of  marvelous  faith, 
gave  the  people  of  God  the  intrepid  Moses,  the 
fearless  loshua,  the  daring  Samson,  the  strong 
David,  the  valiant  Maccabees,  bold  Judith,  patient 
Tobias,  the  undaunted  Apostles,  the  countless 
martyrs,  above  all  the  Queen  of  Martyrs,  Mary. 
This  is  the  fortitude  which  sustained  our  Savior 
during  His  long  and  terrible  passion  climaxing 
in  His  death  on  the  cross. 

3.  Prayer.  *0  Holy  Spirit,  God  almighty! 
Grant  us  the  Gift  of  Fortitude.  You  wrought  a 
wonderful  change  in  the  Apostles.  Weak  and 
timid  as  they  were  they  became  so  strong  and 
so  intrepid  that  no  earthly  power  could  shake  or 
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break  their  apostolic  loyalties. 

*  *  Behold  us,  such  helpless  and  wretched 
creatures  humbly  prostrate  at  Your  feet.  *Oh, 
would  that  we  had  always  invoked  You  when  we 
were  in  temptation,  for  then  we  never  would 
have  had  the  misfortune  of  offending  and  griev- 
ing You.  **But  the  evil  has  been  done  and  we 
can  only  weep  and  repent  and  attempt  to  atone; 
never  again  shall  we  trust  in  our  own  strength 
and,  therefore,  we  implore  Your  Omnipotence 
to  come  quickly  to  our  assistance. 

*0  Holy  Spirit,  in  You  alone  we  hope,  from 
You  alone  we  expect  our  salvation.  We  beseech 
You,  impart  to  us  Your  Gift  of  Fortitude  which 
makes  us  strong  and  invincible,  *  *  So  that  we 
may  no  longer  fear  the  attacks  of  our  enemies. 
*May  we  dread  no  longer  the  hard  tasks  of  life, 
however  painful  they  may  be.  Give  us  courage 
in  abundance  to  devote  ourselves  to  them  with 
indefatigable  zeal.  *  *  May  we  no  longer  be 
frightened  by  contempt  and  tribulations;  assist 
us  to  endure  them  patiently  and  joyfully.  *May 
we  no  longer  stand  in  awe  of  death  itself,  know- 
ing that  You  will  support  us  in  that  supreme  hour 
so  that  we  may  generously  accept  it  in  union 
with  the  death  of  our  crucified  Savior.  *  *  May 
we  be  assured  of  heaven  where  we  can  rejoice 
over  the  glorious  fruits  of  our  labors,  combats 
and  sufferings  forever.  *A11  honor  to  You,  O 
Holy  Spirit,  as  also  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Son. 
*  *  All  praise  and  blessing  to  You  in  union  with 
the  angels  and  saints  for  all  eternity.  *  *  O  Mary, 
you  who  are  the  strong  woman  and  the  chaste 
Spouse  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  obtain  for  us  the 
glorious  Gift  of  Fortitude. 

*  Glory  be  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Son  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost.  **As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen. 
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Sixth  (Day 


1.  Invitation  to  do  honor  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

*Come  let  us  adore  and  honor  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

*  *  Come  let  us  glorify  Him  in  His  infinite 
goodness  and  generosity. 

*Come  let  us  love  Him  Who  is  the  Father  of 
all  love  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

*  *  Come  let  us  weep  before  Him  over  our  sins 
and  give  thanks  to  Him  for  His  innumerable 
mercies.    Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

2.  Reflection.  The  Gift  of  Counsel  is  the  gift 
which  helps  us  over  the  perplexities  of  life,  warns 
us  of  the  cunning  of  Satan  and  of  the  perils  that 
beset  our  path  to  heaven  and  salvation;  the  Gift 
of  Counsel  shows  us  under  difficult  circumstances 
what  the  will  of  God  is,  and  helps  us  to  make 
quick  and  definite  decisions  in  the  matter  of  our 
salvation.  Although  the  smart  business  man 
takes  counsel  with  his  associates  in  order  to 
avoid  mistakes,  nevertheless,  his  own  quick 
thinking  and  prompt  decision  help  him  to  strike 
a  good  bargain  at  the  right  time.  It  is  our  busi- 
ness to  save  our  souls,  our  battle  to  conquer  all 
for  the  kingdom  of  God.  At  times  our  archenemy 
is  so  clever  and  quick  that  we  are  forced  to  act 
on  the  spot.  Here  is  where  the  Gift  of  Counsel 
comes  in  to  put  us  on  our  guard  against  the 
vilest  of  enemies  and  his  dupes  in  the  world, 
often  coming  in  the  clothes  of  angels  of  light  to 
deceive  and  destroy  us.  The  Gift  of  Counsel 
made  Solomon  such  a  wonderful  judge  and  in- 
spired Christ's  masterful  answers  to  the  question- 
ing of  His  enemies. 
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3.  Prayer.  *0  Holy  Spirit,  in  Your  infinite 
love  You  wish  to  be  our  guide  on  our  pilgrimage 
through  life  in  order  to  lead  us  safely  to  our 
final  goal.  Grant  us  the  Gift  of  Counsel.  **We 
humbly  and  sincerely  thank  You  for  the  loving 
counsels  with  which  You  have  vouchsafed  to 
assist  us  until  this  very  day.  *Alas,  we  did  not 
always  follow  them  or  not  as  eagerly  as  we 
should  have.  We  even  culpably  disregarded 
them.  *  *  Indeed,  we  would  not  have  to  reproach 
ourselves  at  this  moment  for  so  many  faults  and 
failings,  if  we  had  better  heeded  Your  advice. 
*Only  too  often  did  we  prefer  to  be  guided  by 
the  angel  of  darkness,  by  the  allurement  of  the 
senses,  by  the  disastrous  clamor  of  our  passions. 
*  *  But,  now  we  acknowledge  and  most  bitterly 
deplore  these  sad  disorders  which  resulted  from 
our  incredible  thoughtlessness  and  foolishness. 

*0  Holy  Spirit,  God  of  love  and  mercy,  have 
pity  on  us  and  pardon  our  sins  and  all  our 
voluntary  failings.  **  Behold  we  come  to  You 
for  sure  guidance;  we  want  no  other  guide  than 
You;  we  are  firmly  determined  to  follow  You 
wherever  it  is  Your  pleasure  to  lead  us.  *May 
this  gift  always  inspire  us  to  choose  rightly,  to 
do  what  is  pleasing  in  Your  sight;  preserve  us 
from  illusions  and  aid  us  to  grow  fast  in  strong 
virtue  and  great  holiness.  *  *  May  it  at  length 
secure  for  us  the  possession  of  our  heavenly 
inheritance  and  the  enjoyment  of  it  in  the  blessed 
contemplation  of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  of 
You,  O  Holy  Spirit,  Who  proceed  from  Both 
from  all  eternity. 

*  Glory  be  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Son  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost.  *  *  As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen. 
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eve  nth  (Day 


1.  Invitation  to  do  honor  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
*Come  let  us  adore  and  honor  the  Holy  Spirit 

of  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

*  *  Come  let  us  glorify  Him  in  His  infinite 
goodness  and  generosity. 

*Come  let  us  love  Him  Who  is  the  Father  of 
all  love  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

**Come  let  us  weep  before  Him  over  our  sins 
and  give  thanks  to  Him  for  His  innumerable 
mercies.    Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

2.  Reflection.  The  Gift  of  Understanding 
enables  us  to  distinguish  clearly  and  unerringly 
between  the  various  issues  bound  up  with  the 
spiritual  life;  it  aids  us,  in  particular,  to  be  keen 
and  correct  in  distinguishing  the  tenets  of  our 
holy  Faith  from  all  other  teaching  and  rest  in  it 
with  the  joy  of  divine  certainty.  This  Gift  of 
Understanding  sheds  the  true  light  upon  all 
things  in  nature,  upon  all  the  events  of  daily 
occurrence,  within  us  and  around  us,  especially 
upon  the  confusing  issues  of  good  and  evil  in 
the  world.  It  was  that  gift  which  enabled  St. 
Catherine  of  Alexandria  to  face  fifty  learned 
pagan  philosophers  in  a  public  disputation  and 
reduce  them  all  to  silence,  and  even  to  convert 
them  into  Christians  and  lead  them  into  martyr- 
dom with  her.  Thus  was  fulfilled  what  our  Lord 
had  promised:  "I  Myself  will  give  you  speech 
and  wisdom  which  all  your  adversaries  shall  not 
be  able  to  resist  or  gainsay."  With  this  very 
Gift  of  Understanding  the  children  of  God  realize 
that  "all  things  work  together"  to  their  progress 
in  personal  perfection  and  the  final  victory  and 
triumph  of  God's  truth. 
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3.  Prayer.  *0  Holy  Spirit,  grant  us  the  Gift 
of  Understanding.  It  is  Your  pleasure  to  let 
Your  light  shine  upon  the  souls  that  are  humble 
and  righteous  and  pure,  but  to  refuse  it  to  the 
haughty  and  the  wise  of  the  world,  to  all  those 
who  are  slaves  of  their  passions.  *  *We  do  not 
deserve  that  You  enlighten  us  who  are  so  self- 
centered  and  not  yet  pure  of  heart.  *The  num- 
erous sins  we  have  committed,  our  attachment  to 
creatures,  our  unmortified  passions,  form  a  layer 
of  clouds  between  You  and  our  souls  so  dense 
that  the  rays  of  Your  light  can  barely  penetrate 
into  our  souls. 

**Oh,  we  beg  You,  by  the  merits  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  by  the  all-powerful  pleadings  of  Your 
Immaculate  Spouse,  the  most  holy  Virgin  Mary, 
deign  to  dispel  these  clouds  by  pardoning  our 
sins,  by  detaching  our  hearts  entirely  from 
earthly  affections.  *But,  let  shine  on  our  hearts, 
despite  our  shortcomings  and  unworthiness,  the 
heavenly  rays  of  the  Gift  of  Understanding  so 
as  to  uncover  to  us  the  hidden  beauties  of  the 
truths  of  our  holy  Faith  and  of  the  mysteries  of 
our  holy  religion.  **At  the  sight  of  these  splen- 
dors and  glories,  may  our  hearts  be  inflamed  with 
love  of  God  and  with  ever  greater  zeal  to  win 
new  hearts  for  Him,  to  believe  in  Him  and  to 
love  Him  ever  more  and  more.  *And  may  we 
find  our  joy  in  prayer  and  supplication,  and  yearn 
unceasingly  for  You,  the  Uncreated  Beauty,  so 
that  drawing  nearer  and  nearer  to  You,  we  may 
finally  be  happy,  face  to  face  with  You  in  eter- 
nity. *  *  O  Mary,  beloved  Spouse  of  the  Spirit 
of  Truth,  we  humbly  pray,  obtain  for  us  the 
precious  Gift  of  Understanding. 

*  Glory  be  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Son  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost.  *  *  As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen. 
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(bight k  (Day 


1.  Invitation  to  do  honor  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

*Come  let  us  adore  and  honor  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

*  *  Come  let  us  glorify  Him  in  His  infinite 
goodness  and  generosity. 

*Come  let  us  love  Him  Who  is  the  Father  of 
all  love  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

*  *  Come  let  us  weep  before  Him  over  our  sins 
and  give  thanks  to  Him  for  His  innumerable 
mercies.    Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

2.  Reflection.  The  Gift  of  Wisdom  is  the 
mysterious,  divine  influence  which  enables  us  to 
recognize  the  dreariness,  emptiness,  and  loath- 
someness of  earthly  things  on  the  one  hand,  and 
to  regard  God  as  our  highest  Good  on  the  other 
hand.  It  disposes  us  to  relish  His  goodness  and 
all  it  has  in  store  for  us,  so  that  our  thoughts 
and  words  and  actions  will  always  be  directed 
to  His  honor  and  glory.  It  infuses  into  the  soul 
supernatural  light  and  love  and  delight,  a  pro- 
found distaste  for  the  world  and  the  things  of 
the  world.  It  makes  men  like  St.  Paul,  who  count 
all  that  the  world  loves  and  admires  as  nothing 
but  loss,  as  nothing  but  dung.  It  inspires  men 
like  St.  Ignatius  Loyola  to  exclaim:  "Oh,  how 
filthy  and  vile  are  the  things  of  earth  when  I 
look  at  the  heavens."  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
Solomon,  who  certainly  got  his  fill  of  earthly 
joys,  calls  them  "vanities  and  nothing  but  vani- 
ties" (Eccles.  1,  4)?  Or,  that  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
filled  with  divine  sweetness  had  but  this  prayer 
on  his  lips:  "My  God  and  my  All!"?  Indeed,  the 
Gift  of  Wisdom  is  like  the  sunbeam,  like  a  flash 
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of  light  illuminating  and  delighting  the  eyes  of 
the  soul,  and  like  a  ray  of  heat  that  warms  the 
heart,  inflames  it  with  love,  and  fills  it  with  joy. 

3.  Prayer.  *0  Holy  Spirit,  through  the  divine 
Gift  of  Wisdom  You  elevate  souls  to  the  very 
summit  of  sanctity  by  uniting  them  most  inti- 
mately to  their  last  end,  to  You.  **Poor  sinners 
that  we  are!  For  foolishly  we  have  been 
wise  with  the  wisdom  of  the  world  and  of  the 
flesh  and  of  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  which  in 
Your  eyes  is  nothing  but  madness  and  abomina- 
tion. *But  now,  enlightened  by  Your  divine  light, 
we  recognize  our  aberrations  and  profoundly  de- 
plore them  and  most  sincerely  detest  them. 

**  However  unworthy  we  are,  may  it  please 
You  to  grant  us  the  Gift  of  Wisdom,  for  this  alone 
will  teach  us  to  relish  henceforth  God  and  the 
things  of  God  and  to  judge  all  things  according 
to  their  relation  to  Him.  *May  all  the  material 
goods  and  all  the  illicit  pleasures  of  earth  pro- 
duce in  us  only  a  longing  for  You,  and  may  You 
alone  be  the  object  of  all  our  love  and  of  all  our 
happiness.  *  *  May  we  no  longer  need  to  sigh 
and  say:  "Had  we  but  wings  as  a  dove  has  them, 
to  fly  away  and  find  a  resting  place,"  because 
Your  Gift  of  Wisdom  supplies  these  wings.  Sup- 
ported by  them,  may  we  come  to  the  realization 
of  our  most  fervent  desires.  *And  with  Your 
faithful  and  Immaculate  Spouse  may  we  say  in 
all  truth:  "We  have  found  Him  Whom  our  hearts 
love;  we  shall  hold  Him  and  not  lose  Him." 
*  *  O  Mary,  Seat  of  Wisdom,  obtain  for  us  this 
inestimable  Gift  of  Wisdom  which  helps  us  find 
heaven  already  on  earth  and  gives  us  the  fore- 
taste of  our  everlasting  happiness. 

*  Glory  be  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Son  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost.  *  *  As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen. 
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inth  (Day 


1.  Invitation  to  do  honor  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
'Come  let  us  adore  and  honor  the  Holy  Spirit 

of  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

**Come  let  us  glorify  Him  in  His  infinite 
goodness  and  generosity. 

*Come  let  us  love  Him  Who  is  the  Father  of 
all  love  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

**Come  let  us  weep  before  Him  over  our  sins 
and  give  thanks  to  Him  for  His  innumerable 
mercies.    Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

2.  Reflection.  For  all  the  saints,  especially 
for  the  Queen  of  All  Saints,  the  Seven  Gifts  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  are  both  the  source  of  their  holi- 
ness and  heavenly  happiness,  and  the  glory 
thereof.  This  is  all  in  keeping  with  what  the 
great  St.  Basil  beautifully  writes  about  the  unique 
effect  of  the  Seven  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit: 
"Through  Him  —  by  His  Gifts  —  our  hearts  are 
uplifted,  the  weak  are  guided  by  hand,  those 
advanced  in  holiness  are  made  perfect.  He  en- 
lightens those  that  have  been  purified  from  all 
uncleanness  and  through  His  presence  and  union 
with  them  He  makes  them  spiritual.  As  a  shiny, 
transparent  body  grows  extremely  bright  and 
brilliant  when  struck  by  a  ray  of  light,  and  re- 
flects new  brilliance,  so  also  our  spiritual  souls 
become  more  brilliant  when  illuminated  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  reflect  their  grace  on  other 
people  also."  Mary  is  supreme  among  all  human 
souls,  for  she  is  the  Immaculate  Spouse  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

3.  Prayer.  *0  Mary,  Virgin  Immaculate,  most 
worthy  Spouse  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Mother  of  God, 
and  most  beloved  mother  of  all :     *  *  From  the 
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very  first  moment  of  your  life  you  were  adorned 
with  the  Seven  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  made 
them  wonderfully  fruitful  by  your  unswerving 
fidelity  and  ever-growing  love.  *  Graciously  cast 
a  look  of  compassion  upon  your  poor  needy 
children  who  are  kneeling  at  your  feet.  **We 
have  been  the  cause  of  the  suffering  and  death 
of  your  own  dear  Son,  we  have  flooded  with 
affliction  your  most  pure  motherly  heart.  *We 
confess  in  our  confusion,  that  by  our  sins  we 
have  often  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit  and  lost  the 
treasure  of  His  sacred  gifts.  *  *  O  Mother  of 
Mercy,  we  repent  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts 
and  beg  you:  Obtain  for  us  forgiveness,  forget 
all  the  sorrows  we  have  brought  upon  you,  show 
yourself  a  mother  to  us.  *We  are  resolved  to 
give  ourselves  to  God's  service  without  reserve, 
and  to  strive  for  nothing  more  zealously  than  to 
gladden  and  glorify  Him. 

*  *  O  Mary,  once,  by  your  ardent  desire  and 
fervent  supplications,  you  drew  down  the  Holy 
Spirit  upon  the  Apostles  and  disciples  of  the 
Lord.  Do  plead  with  Him  and  intercede  for  us, 
too.  *  Through  the  merits  of  your  seven  sorrows 
and  your  seven  joys  we  pray,  obtain  for  us  the 
Seven  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  likewise  the 
grace  to  correspond  with  them  faithfully. 

**  Obtain  for  us  the  Gift  of  Fear  to  make  us 
weep  for  the  rest  of  our  lives  over  the  sins  we 
have  committed  and  hanceforth  to  avoid  every- 
thing displeasing  to  God,  out  of  love  for  Him. 

*  Obtain  for  us  the  Gift  of  Piety  to  imbue  us 
with  boundless  trust  in  our  heavenly  Father  and 
filial  love  for  Him,  and  with  sincerest  charity  for 
our  fellowmen.  Let  us  also  by  His  gentle  unction 
find  the  yoke  of  the  Lord  sweet  and  light. 

*  *  Obtain  for  us  the  Gift  of  Knowledge  to  bring 
us  by  means  of  the  things  of  this  earth  nearer  to 
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God  and  to  teach  us  the  difficult  art  of  making  the 
right  use  of  them  or  of  discarding  them  according 
as  they  lead  us  to  our  last  end  or  turn  us  away 
from  it. 

*  Obtain  for  us  the  Gift  of  Fortitude  to  enable 
us  to  overcome  all  the  temptations  of  the  devil, 
to  fulfill  our  duties  always  perfectly,  and  to  bear 
all  the  burdens  of  this  life  courageously  and 
cheerfully. 

**  Obtain  for  us  the  Gift  of  Counsel  to  choose 
always  the  means  that  are  most  suitable  to  our 
last  end  and  most  helpful  to  discern  in  all  difficult 
circumstances  what  we  must  do  in  order  to 
please  God. 

*  Obtain  for  us  the  Gift  of  Understanding  to 
secure  for  us  a  clear  vision  of  the  splendors  of 
the  truths  and  mysteries  of  our  holy  religion. 

**  Obtain  for  us  the  Gift  of  Wisdom  to  experi- 
ence true  happiness,  to  pass  sane  and  sound 
judgment  on  all  things,  to  recognize  and  relish 
God  and  His  holy  will  in  everything,  under  all 
circumstances,  at  any  price. 

*0  Virgin  most  faithful,  help  us  never  to  lose 
these  precious  gifts,  but  according  to  your  ex- 
ample, to  preserve  them,  cherish  them,  make 
them  bear  rich  fruits  until  death  comes  and  calls 
us  home,  so  that,  after  having  enjoyed  the  divine 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  this  life,  we  may 
have  the  happiness  of  being  conducted  by  Him 
into  heaven,  there,  together  with  you,  the  saints 
and  the  angels,  forever  to  love  and  praise  the 
most  adorable  Trinity,  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Spirit,  to  Whom  be  all  honor  and  glory,  world 
without  end.  Amen. 

*  Glory  be  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Son  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost.  *  *  As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

* 
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